Life and Letters

one dollar; hay is also one dollar 75 cents per
cwt., formerly 50 cents," was carrying his
systematic high spirits into a place where few
British entertainers would have thought of
being funny. It all springs from the state of
mind which.led, some years ago, to the forma-
tion of Smile Clubs, institutions that no other
people would have dreamed of. Jocosity is
the best policy.

There is an American story about a man who
invented a pneumatic life-saving device, to be
attached to the body when jumping from a
window during a fire. He announced an
exhibition test. He sprang from the top of
a sky-scraper, and then " he bounced and
bounced and bounced until we had to shoot him
to save him from death by starvation."
There is another about a dispute between two
fishermen as to the relative size of fish in their
respective waters. Smaller fry having been
catalogued, one man said that he once, when
after very large tarpon, got a whale : to be met
by the blase repartee, " In my State, sir, we
bait with whales." And there is another
(where it comes from, I forget), about two
brothers who went out hunting with two
rifles and a single bullet, and brought the
bullet home after killing a hundred head of
buffalo. Their method was this. They were
very crack shots, and they used to stand one
on each side of the doomed beast. The bullet
was fired by one brother, went through the
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